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Cabinet Approved Community 
Grants Scheme

Application Form
Please return to: Central  Support Team, East Hampshire District Council, Penns Place, Petersfield, 
Hampshire GU31 4EX or  support.team@easthants.gov.uk 

Please answer all of the questions on the following pages; you should have the appendix in an accompanying 
document. We would prefer to receive applications electronically but handwritten applications will also be accepted 
(please do not adjust any existing text).  Please allow at least 4 weeks for your application to be processed.  

In order to save your time please consider these questions before you complete the application form:

1. Is your application for more than £25000?

2. Is your project outside East Hampshire?

3. Has your project already started?

4. Does your organisation have more than 1 year’s running costs in reserve (if so please explain the 
circumstances) 

5. Are you asking for more than 30% of the total project cost? 

6. Do you have all required permissions to carry out your project e.g. Landlords permission, Planning Permission 
etc.?

If you have answered “yes” to Question 1-5 or no to question 6 it is likely that you are not eligible for a grant from the 
Cabinet Approved Community Grants scheme. Applicants must fulfil all of the criteria which can be found in appendix 
A. If you are not certain or require help completing this form please contact the relevant officer for your area, see 
appendix A for details.

1. Name of Project: 

Buriton Community Children’s Playground

2. Charity number: 

Not applicable

3. Amount Requested:   

£18,901

Applications will be decided by Cabinet, applicants must contact their local ward councilor prior to submitting 
their application. 

4. Project description:  
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a. Please describe what you are going to do: 

Summary

The Buriton Playground Project will be an all-age children’s play area nestled in the heart of the 
East Hampshire countryside. Buriton boasts an outstanding recreation ground, however the current 
provision for children is dated, not age appropriate and offers very little in the way of accessible and 
challenging play equipment. A Cabinet Approved Community Grant would enable us to full-fil a 
three-year fundraising journey to make significant improvements to children’s play provision for the 
children of Buriton village, Buriton Primary School and the surrounding villages and towns in East 
Hampshire. The project includes project management, groundworks to address drainage and re-
positioning of the play area; the purchase and installation of both off-the-shelf and bespoke play 
equipment, seating, Woodland Trust approved hedgerow, signage, and a celebratory launch event 
following completion.

Project management. The overall project and grant management will be overseen by the Parish 
Council and supported by the volunteer Playground Committee. Sutcliffe Play will be appointed to 
manage the specialist safety surfacing and play equipment installation. The installation will follow an 
ISO9001 approved processes and the playground will be installed to BSEN 1176. To minimise the 
impact the installations could have on the environment Sutcliffe Play is accredited to ISO1400.

Preparation and access.  The Recreation Ground maintenance person will oversee preparation of 
the groundworks, to include drainage and an accessible path from the carpark. A volunteer tree 
surgeon will ensure overhanging branches and near-by trees are made safe in readiness. Existing 
equipment will be moved the new playground site by the contractors.

Equipment. A specification and quote is attached. Equipment will include: a SMB Trampoline (at 
ground level ground for accessibility), an inclusive Dish Roundabout, a Low Rotator, traditional, 
toddler and net Swings, a Sling Rotator, a HUGE climbing structure with slides, 25M zip wire, 
surfacing and internal fencing. Within the design a trim trail has been included to include a rope 
bride, tyre crossing, stepping logs, a zig zag beam and a climbing gate to be provided free of 
charge be a tree surgeon. 

Seating. Natural logs and donated benches will provide plenty of seating to create a shared family 
space.

Hedgerow. To help the playground blend with its surroundings we are applying to the Woodland 
Trust for a free hedgerow pack with 30 varieties of trees. These will be planted by volunteers with 
guidance from the Learning through Landscapes Trust.  

Launch event. To celebrate and publicise the new playground a launch event will be held in Spring 
2018. A series of press releases and acknowledgements will be made in the lead up to this event.

We anticipate ground works will begin in January 2018 and will take approximately 8 weeks 
depending on weather.

b. How many people will benefit and how will they benefit: 

Buriton has a population of over 700 people, including many children and residents with frequently 
visiting grandchildren and young relatives. The local primary school, adjacent to the recreation 
ground, has a pupil-roll of over 94, and there is a small nursery located at the village hall (located 
on the recreation ground). Additionally, both the South Downs and the Shipwrights Way which pass 
by the village bring many visitors on foot and bicycles to the village. Regular village events 
throughout the summer see up to 400 attendees at a time to the recreation ground. The village 
enjoys two public houses which are popular with families from the surrounding area and further 
afield.  Additionally, with a potential site in Greenaway Lane identified for possible development in 
the South Downs Local Plan there will be further demand put on the already inadequate play 
facilities. It is estimated that approximately 1,250 children and young people per year will benefit 
from the project by:

 Spending more time outside and in the natural environment
 Increasing their physical activity through challenging play
 Having access to better recreational facilities in their local community
 Sharing recreational facilities with children of all ages and abilities, from the village and further 

afield
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The Playground Committee will monitor attendance of the park at the launch event, and subsequent 
village events throughout the first year to estimate visitor numbers. In addition to the quantitative 
data, users will be surveyed the impact the park has on their physical activity.

c. How can you demonstrate that there is a need for this project, e.g. how have you consulted with 
local residents/ stakeholders? 

Three years ago a group of parents and residents (now the village Playground Committee) in 
Buriton decided to do something about the inadequate play equipment in the village which 
consisted of just a very old slide, two spring-rockers, a small climbing frame and a perennially damp 
bench. Through a number of consultation events and by promoting plans at village events it soon 
became clear that many people had aspirations for a more fit-for-purpose and all-age play facility. 
The most recent of these events (in September 2017) demonstrated that 100 children and young 
people (resident in the village and attending the local primary school) wanted to see the playground 
re-located to a lighter, drier and more spacious part of the recreation ground and with a broader 
range of equipment, including: zip-wires, swings, roundabouts, trampolines, challenging climbing 
structures, and plenty of seating. Consultees were keen to see softer barrier solutions such as a 
hedgerow over traditional fencing. Copies of the consultation data are available on request.

d. Any additional information: 

The Buriton Playground Project supports a number of local policies:

 EHDC Corporate Strategy. By improving the local environment and engaging children in their 
natural environment at a young age they will be more likely to protect it in the future (Bird, 
2007). Buriton is lucky enough to have two public houses, an innovative and high-quality 
playground will undoubtedly increase footfall of the two pubs and therefore support the local 
economy.

 East Hampshire Green Infrastructure Strategy. The project will support measures to relieve 
pressure on highly visited sites, notably Queen Elizabeth Country Park. By providing 
opportunities for recreation and physical exercise the project will contribute to tackling childhood 
obesity. Active Play is proven to reduce obesity in children.

 Buriton’s Parish Plan. The Great Village Voice Survey shows facilities for those aged between 
12 and 16 are felt to be poor. An all age playground, with more challenging equipment will 
provide opportunities for both younger and older children.

 East Hampshire Community Strategy. The project supports the Recreation and Leisure priority 
outcomes by increasing the use of and access to leisure facilities for young people.

e. Have you gained the support from your local ward Councillor(s) and the relevant Cabinet 
Portfolio Holder  http://www.easthants.gov.uk/how-ehdc-works

Yes, the project is supported by Cllr Robert Mocatta

5. Project cost breakdown:

Item or Activity (Please provide evidence of the cost e.g.  quote) Cost

Site set-up 2,669

Removals and re-installation 4,044

Equipment 31,002

Equipment installation 7,697

Supply and install rubber grass mat 9,995

Removal and reinstatement of timber fencing 9,907

http://www.easthants.gov.uk/how-ehdc-works
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Site finishing (inspection and re-seeding) 1,100

Equipment discount -4,650

Carriage 1,240

Total Project Cost: 63,004

6.   Funding: Amount

Confirmed grants (please name funders e.g. Parish Council, and whether they are confirmed or 
pending):

Private donors (confirmed) 12,750

Parish Council contribution (confirmed) 20,000

Tesco Bag Levy (pending) 3,000

Waitrose Community Programme (pending) 1,500

Income from other sources (e.g. Ticket Sales, Club Funds, etc.)

Village fundraising events (confirmed)

Christmas fundraising events (pending)

6,000

1,500

Other “in-kind” contributions (if applicable):

EHDC Cabinet Approved Community Grant (your application amount in question 3): 18,901

Total Funding: 63,651

7. Does your organisation have a Safeguarding  Policy and/or a Vulnerable Persons Policy? When was this 
adopted?   (Please include a copy with your application)                 

 Yes. A Child Protection Policy (attached) was adopted by the Parish Council 28th September 2009

8. If this application involves a young people’s project, please state how they were involved in the 
decision making process

The project is based at Buriton’s recreation ground adjacent to the local Primary School. Many of the users 
will access the playground before, during and after the school day. Consultation events have been held at 
family events in the village and by holding an event in September at the end of the school day to ensure 
children have a say. School children and their parents were involved in telling us what they wanted to do in 
the playground and they had the opportunity to vote for location and equipment. 

9. Please tell us how you will ensure your project is accessible to those with disabilities.

The playground will be re-located to a flat and spacious area of the recreation ground.  Access will be 
sought by an accessible path directly from the car park for those with physical impairments. The equipment 
selected in the park includes opportunity for all ages and includes an accessible swing chair, trampoline and 
roundabout. 
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Screening and small hideaway areas are included in the project for all children. This will appeal particularly 
to children with autism and sensory sensitivity disorders. 

Seating will be available for children and adults to rest and relax on.

10. Please provide any other supporting information that you feel is relevant to the project or funding 
application?

The Playground Committee is made up of representatives from: 

 Local residents
 Parents of local children
 Parents of children attending Buriton school 
 Local businesses
 The Parish council 
 Local tradespeople
 Local Charities (the school grounds charity Learning through Landscapes)

Please enclose a business Plan demonstrating how the project will be sustainable.

The project is not income generating and therefore a business plan is not included. A maintenance budget of 
£500 annually has been set aside by the Parish Council for the playground and we are also negotiating a 
maintenance contract to be included in the contractor’s quote. 

Please contact your Community Officer for support and advice. 

We would like to thank Lucy whittle for her help, advice and professionalism in enabling this application. 


